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- The Prompter. 


NU MB. 





Proxima deinde tenent mef#i loca, qui fibi letum 
Infontes pepercre Mani, Lucemque peroft 
Projecere Animas; quam vellent xthere in alto 
Nunc & Pauperiem & duros perferre Labores ! 


Next Thofe dejected ftood, who, tir’d of Day, 
Misjndging, threw their guiltleis Souls away ; 
( 


Oh! how’ 


could they once more revifit Light) 
Would Life, with all its vary’d Is, DELTGHT. 


Virc. AENEID. 


dn 
— 





FRIDAY, JANUARY 16. 1736. 
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£9 OUGHT to make fome >: 
logy to the‘Writer of the fol 
lowing Letter, for not having 
pay’d that immediate Regard to 
his Cafe, the Singularity as well 
as Weight of it, feem’d to call 
for. But two Reflections made 
) =” ‘me not prefs the Confideration 
of it; the firft, that a Perfon that could with fo much 
Coolnefs examine a Situation, that has in it, all that 
is touching to a generous, and tender Mind, was, I 
thought, in no danger of any fata! Precipitation : 
The other, that the more Time that pafles, between 
the amg and executing any Purpofe, that is with- 
out Remedy, when once effected, the more Oppor- 
tunity is given for ftrong Reflection ; and, of confe- 
uence, the /e/s Propenfity will remain to carry into 
Ae a Refolution of fo alarming a Nature. 


Mr. Prompter, Dee. 30, 1939. 

. frROM the Nature of my Letter you will ea- 
© fily petceive, that [ am too impatient for 
‘your Anfwer, to make any Delay by a needlefs 
: Preface. It may not, however, be improper to 
‘ tell you, that | have a Wife, anda large Family, 
: four or five Children may be cabled fo :) When 
© I married, I madea Settlement on my Wife of an 
© Eftate in Land, aad for many Years we lived with- 
© out wanting any Neceffaries to make Life agree- 
© able: But Misforrunes having reduc’d me to the 
* greateft Neceflity, and my hungry Creditors ha- 
« ving feiz’d my All, enter’d on my Eftate, and even 
© thar Part of ic which I had fettled as a Jointure on 
© my Wife, and which they may legally detain du- 
© ring my Life, unlefs I can difcharge the Debt. I 
* rather leave you to judge what my diftrefs’d Cir- 
© cumftance mutt be, than to roufe ap all the Tender 
‘* in-me, by a Defcription of it, aca Time, thar I 
© chufe to beas calm as poflible. Being otherwife 
‘ I have found to no Purpofe , and therefore [ 
‘ have very coolty confider’d, whether I ever can 
* retrieve my paft eafy Situation. I find[ cannot : 
“ But that would give me no Pain, did I not reflect 
“on the Diftrefs of my unhappy Wife with five 
* {mall Children : To make them happy, would make 
< me fo: Imean to free them from Want; and one 
* Way L[ have thought of, that would immediately 
* reftore my Wife’s Jointure to her; but I have fome 
* Doubts, that I fhall refer to you ; and as you do 
* not know me, I the rather hope your Advice will 
© be unbiafs’d and {peedy. Asmy Creditors can on- 
© ly detain my Wife's Jointure during my Life, My 
* Life is the only Bar to ber' Relief” and as that is 
© full fufficient to maintain her and my Children 
© in a creditable Way, 4 Piffol will inftantly put 
her into Poffeffion. Great Men in foriner Days, 
* for the Love of their Country, to free themfelves 
* from an Enemy’s Hand, and for other Reafons, 
© have been much applauded for having voluntarily 
* ended their Days. tn private Life the Reafons I 
© have urg’d appear much ftronger ; for I putan End 


* toa wretched Life, to relieve thofe whofe Want | 


* cannot bear to think of. If Self-Murder be a Sin, 
* not the ftrongeft Reafon can}juttify ic: But if Ca- 
© to’s Death (for which, I think, Pride was his on- 
“ ly Inducement) is to be applauded, fure the much 
. diva Argument | have us’'d for my own, will in- 
“ duce you to fign my Warrant, and, it may be, to 
© publifh my Story ro the World, as a remarkable In- 
© tance of a loving Husband and a tender Father ; 
* {ince the Occafion of my Death can be attributed 
* to no other Caufe, than my doing the only Act in 
. = Power, that can poffibly relieve them from 
© Want. If I don’t hear from you in a few Days, I 
* mutt judge for myfelf. 
: Yours, while here, 
ANONYMUs. 


Ir has been obferved in a former Prompter, that 
we all enter into Life under certain Conditions an- 
hexed to it ; and that, as Life cannot be receiv’d with- 
out them, {o none ought to expect it fhould. It may 
be further obferved, that Society, as it now fubfifts, 
has added feveral Political Conditions to the Natural 
ones, Whichare as wvavoidable as thole, and that, by 
a Parity of Reafon, none ought to think they have 
any Right to be exempt fromthem. Happy THosE 
INDEEB WHO ARE! bur not UNHAPPY (unlefs 
they will make themfelves fo) THOSE WHO ARE 
NOT! 


DisaAPPOINTMENT and Lo/s, Poverty and Ad- 
verfity, Death, come under the Denomination of 
Conditions annex’d to Nature and Society. Crefus, 
the happieft, richeft, moft perserfer of Kings, felt the 
fevereft Reverfe of Fortune. Inftead of exclaiming 
againft his hard Fate, or {inking beneath it, Ais great- 
er Soul, ftruck with the Remembrance of the Wi/e 
Man’s \Vords, melted into a noble Tendernefs, and 
utter’d, with a Burft of pathetick Confcioufiet i, on- 
ly, thefe Words, Ob! Solon! Solon! Solon!—-The 
reft of the Story is too well known to be related. 


Tue Inference to be drawn is, that the wi/¢ Man 
fhould receive Pro/perity as (what it really is) an ad- 
ventitious Biefinss but be always prepared for 4d- 
verfity, as a Thing he fhould exped#, and belonging 
to him. He that finks under Misforsune, never at- 
tracts Compaffion, fo much, as he that feels it indeed, 
but is ca/m and refigued under it. *Tis by the Mo- 
defty, not the Rage of Grief, that the Soul is fhook ! 
She fat, like Patience on a Monument, SMILING 
AT GRIEF, implies fuch a concious Superiority as 
makes one think fuch a Sufferer undeferving of 
Misfortune, and therefore the more to be pity’d. 
What a Circumftance for Inftruction, and for call- 
ing up all that is tender in us, in the celebrated Tra- 
gedy of Macbeth, is that of Macduff, whofe Wife 
and Children are all murder'd by the Tyrant! What 
more moving Grief can any one picture to himfelf, 
than the eternal Deprivation of what is moft dear to 
human Navure ? Can any Lofs of Fortune touch the 
Soul half fo much ? [fF any Circumftance in Life 
can call for the Dagger or Pittol, it muft be thar— 


Bur, 








Bul, f my Wa Ke ie] a NON FE ; v3 ° . 
Wife Manis, by Nature, and /bould, by Practice, be 
equal to every Trial. 


My Correfpondent’s Motive for ending his Life, 
is the mobleft, tendereft, and moft generous (if we 
confider Man as a Creature made up of foft and ami- 
able Qualities, and not’4 DISPASSIONED Exiftence, 
exempt from every Confideration but fuch as the 
Severity of Stoici{m affords) that can enter into a 
humane Breaft. But I much queftion if it would 
produce the Effect, for which alone it would be ju- 
frifiable, | mean the Happine/s propofed by that Act, 
to be transferred to his Wife—For, if to live in a 
creditable Way by the immediate Poffeffion of her 
Jointure, is thought by his Wife to be a Compenfa- 
tion for the Sacrifice he makes, fhe certainly does 
not deferve it, and he would incur the Imputation 
of Folly, fhould he;,in that Cafe, make it ; and if 
to live in a ereditgare Way is not preferr’d by her, 
to the preferving bis Life, how can he compafs the 
End of her ‘Happinefs, by putting an End to a Life, 
on which fhe builds it ? 


But his Tendernefs for her is fo great, he can’t 
bear that fhe fhould live in Want, when it is in his 
Power to relieve her-— He is wretched by living, and 
he would die happy to know, he had, in dying, fecu- 
red ber Eafe of Fortune, for the Remainder of her 


Life. 


I TAKE it for granted, my Correfpondent is a 
Man of ftriét Honour, and that he would not even 
make his Wife (as tenderly as he loves her) happy, 
by committing any Injuftice. Now I would _on- 
ly ask him, banal en. an End to his Life, 
and depriving his Creditors of the only Means they 
have to recover their Right, is not az Acé of the 
higheft _— ? and if it is, Whether any Confide- 
ration of a Happinefs to be convey’d to a Perfon we 
love, ought to take place of what is juff, right, and 
honeft ? 


L. wovnp willingly confider the Cafe of my Cor- 
refpondent, abftracted from all Circumftances in ge- 
neral, except the mere 4é and Ezd propofed. But 
they are fo clofely interwove and connected, that it 
is impoffible. No Man, asI obferved before, that 
lives in Society, ought to act independently trom So- 
ciety ; and every Action of a Man in Society muft re- 
fer to the Laws of that Society, in which he lives ; 
and my Correfpondent’s Cafe cannot be confider’d 
but in the manner [ have done: For to confider it 
abftrattedly, is to confider it as a Cafe that can he- 
ver rem as a Queftion put to exercife the hu- 
Fae nderftanding, and reduces it to mere Specu- 
ation, — 


As to the great Men of Antiquity, and their 
Deaths, ‘Thefe may hereafter form Subjects for dif- 
ferent Pa rs, at amore leifure Time of the Year, 
when a Retirement from the active Scene, forms 
in the Mind a Relifh for ag eon into Antiquity. 
Atprefent, [fhall clofe this Paper with a fhort State 
of the Condition of a Man in Debt, asa Warning 
to thofe who may incur my Correfpondent’s Fare, 


— 


prudence. 
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“ A Man in Debt hasno Right to a fingle Shi11; 

that goes thro’ his Hands. eho Ais tage: 
have come to him by long and difcontinued Ip- 
heritance, and no Law in being can difpoffefs 
him of it: Tho’ his Poft may be as fecure as his 
Eftate, and Death alone can deprive him of jt 
the Income of each is no longer HIs PRopgrry 
when once he runs in Debt: Neither can hj. 
Wife or Family tax his Creditors with Injuttice 
if they purfue the neceffary Means to recover their 
Money by feizing on his. This is the true and 
natural State of a Man in Debt, with refped io 
Property. 


_ © WirH refpec& to his private Thoughts, if he 
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is an honeft. Man, he enjoys but°a very fm 

Share of Quiet. Every Parking he expend > 
any Account isa Sting to his Confcience. If he 
indulges his Ta/fe in any innocent Pleafure, or his 
Fancy in any trifling Purchafe, he is fure dearly tg 
pay for it, by the Reflections he :will necefiay; 

make ! What a Mortification to refufe a Wife one 
loves, or Children grown up ahd deferving, any 
little Satisfaction which Money: alone can buy! 
Yet muft a Man in Debt frequently do this, and 
be uxjuftly and unkindly reproached for it,———_ 
or elfe plant a fre/b Thorz in his Breaft, by {pends 
ing what he is confcious he has*no Right to.” 


I FORBEAR to mention his State when Things 


are pufhed to Extremities, and hungry and rapacious 


Creditors purfue fuch Methods as the 


aw pretcribes, 


Thofe, who want a warmer Picture of fuch Di- 
{trefs, will find it, in all the Strength of Poetical 
Colouring, in Otway’s Venice Preferv’d, mix'd in 
the Story of Faffeir and Belvidera. 

P, 


? 





ADVERTISEMENT 


WuereEas It has been publickly declared, That 


the Introduction of Tumblers, Rope Dancers, &:. 
on the Theatre-Royal at Drury-Lane, has been done 
with a very LAUDABLE View of expofing the Fol- 
ly of encouraging them ; and to fhew that it isa 
{till greater Folly to pay Foreigvers for Things, we 
can better perform than they, and that there is no 
Defign to form a Tafte in the Town for them, and 
to continue them afterwards: For the Reafons now 
alledged in Favour of Pantomimes, THat THE 
TOWN REQUIRES THEM, The Prompter thinks 
himfelf oblig’d to be st1LENT, as yet, on this Head; 
but at the fame Time declares, That if he perceives 
the leaft Delign contrary to the firft DecLarep 
INreNnT, he will (as they more juftly call for it) 
expofe them with more per/evering Vigour than ever 
he did, when he drew his Pen againft Operas, which 
pe thinks the lefs difgraceful Entertainment of the 
wo. 
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